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MISCONDUCT BY STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES - Policy 7:230

Behavioral Interventions
Behavioral interventions shall be used with students with disabilities to promote and strengthen

desirable behaviors and reduce identified inappropriate behaviors. The Board of Education will
establish and maintain a committee to develop, implement, and monitor procedures on the use of
behavioral interventions for children with disabilities.

Discipline of Special Education Students

The District shall comply with the Individuals With Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004
and the lllinois State Board of Education’s Special Education rules when disciplining special
education students. No special education student shall be expelled if the student’s particular act of
gross disobedience or misconduct is a manifestation of their disability.
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The District will prioritize the use of positive student behavior supports and crisis de-escalation
strategies to address student behavior. If a student's behavior presents an imminent danger of
serious physical harm to the student or others, and other less restrictive and intrusive measures have
been tried and proven ineffective in stopping the imminent danger of serious physical harm, the
District may contact emergency responders for assistance.

Weapons

A student who is determined to have brought one of the following objects to school, any school-
sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable relationship to school
shall be expelled for a period of at least one calendar year but not more than 2 calendar years:

1. A firearm, meaning any gun, rifle, shotgun, or weapon as defined by Section 921 of Title 18 of
the United States Code (18 U.S.C. § 921), firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the Firearm
Owners Identification Card Act (430 ILCS 65/), or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the
Criminal Code of 1961 (720 ILCS 5/24-1).

2. A knife, brass knuckles, or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, or
any other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including “look alikes”
of any firearm as defined above.

The expulsion requirement under either paragraph 1 or 2 above may be modified by the
Superintendent, and the Superintendent’s determination may be modified by the Board on a case-by-
case basis. The Superintendent or designee may grant an exception to this policy, upon the prior
request of an adult supervisor, for students in theatre, cooking, ROTC, martial arts, and similar
programs, whether or not school-sponsored, provided the item is not equipped, nor intended, to do
bodily harm.

This policy’s prohibitions concerning weapons apply regardless of whether: (1) a student is licensed
to carry a concealed firearm, or (2) the Board permits visitors, who are licensed to carry a concealed
firearm, to store a firearm in a locked vehicle in a school parking area.

Re-Engagement of Returning Students

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain a process to facilitate the re-engagement of students
who are returning from an out-of-school suspension, expulsion, or an alternative school setting. The
goal of re-engagement shall be to support the student’s ability to be successful in school following a
period of exclusionary discipline and shall include the opportunity for students who have been
suspended to complete or make up work for equivalent academic credit.

Required Notices

A school staff member shall immediately notify the office of the Building Principal in the event that
they (1) observe any person in possession of a firearm on or around school grounds; however, such
action may be delayed if immediate notice would endanger students under their supervision, (2)
observe or have reason to suspect that any person on school grounds is or was involved in a drug-
related incident, or (3) observe a battery committed against any staff member. Upon receiving such a
report, the Building Principal or designee shall immediately notify the local law enforcement agency,
State Police, and any involved student’s parent/guardian. “School grounds” includes modes of
transportation to school activities and any public way within 1000 feet of the school, as well as school
property itself.

Delegation of Authority

Each teacher, and any other school personnel when students are under their charge, is authorized to
impose any disciplinary measure, other than suspension, expulsion, corporal punishment, or in-school
suspension, that is appropriate and in accordance with the policies and rules on student discipline.
Teachers, other certificated [licensed] educational employees, and other persons providing a related
service for or with respect to a student, may use reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for
other students, school personnel, or other persons, or for the purpose of self-defense or defense of
property. Teachers may temporarily remove students from a classroom for disruptive behavior.




The Superintendent; Building Principal; Assistant Building Principal; or Division Head for Student
Success, Safety and Wellness is authorized to impose the same disciplinary measures as teachers
and may suspend students guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct from school (including all
school functions) and from riding the school bus, up to 10 consecutive school days, provided the
appropriate procedures are followed. The Board may suspend a student from riding the bus in excess
of 10 school days for safety reasons.

Student Handbook

The Superintendent, with input from the parent-teacher advisory committee, shall prepare disciplinary
rules implementing the District’s disciplinary policies. These disciplinary rules shall be presented
annually to the Board for its review and approval.

A student handbook, including the District disciplinary policies and rules, shall be distributed to the
students’ parent(s)/ guardian(s) within 15 days of the beginning of the school year or a student’s
enrollment.
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